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"Wo  all  know  what  acid  rain  is,  what  it  does, 
and  the  terrible  toll  it  is  takint;  on  our  environ 
ment,  on  our  lives  and  on  our  future. 

We  know  where  it  comes  I'roni.  We  know  who 
is  produeint;  it.  We  even  know  how  much  they 
are  producing. 


C^ntario  talked 


For  years,  the  Government  ol 
about  doing  something  decisive. 

Now  the  talk  stops  and  the  countdown 
begins:  the  countdown  on  excessive  sulphur 
dioxide  (SO .)  emissions;  the  countdown  on 
industrial  polluters;  the  turning  point  for  dead 
and  dying  streams,  lakes  and  forests. 

Countdown  Acid  Rain  is  a  realistic,  practical 
and  pragmatic  program  to  limit  severeK' our  own 
emissions  which  contribute  to  acid  rain.  We  hope 
it  will  encourage  the  Linited  States,  to  take  similar 
positive  action  and  reduce  its  major  contribution 
to  acid  rain  in  c^ntario. 

It  has  a  cost  -  for  the  emitters,  for  the  federal 
and  provincial  governments,  and,  ultimately,  for 
consumers. 


But  the  price  lag  is  not  nearly  as  high  as  the 
cost  of  continued  acid  rain.  That  cost  has  to  be 
calculated  in  human,  wildlife  and  environmental 
terms  as  well  as  dollars. 

Almost  80  percent  of  all  of  Ontario-produced 
SO.:  emissions  come  from  four  sources:  Ontario 
Hydro,  Falconbridge,  Inco  and  Algoma  Steel.  All 
four  have  been  studied.  Stringent,  realistic  limits 
lor  SO.  emissions  have  been  set.  A  series  of 
staged  reductions  allows  time  to  acquire  and 
install  necessary  pollution  abatement  measures 
or  new,  less  polluting  technology  to  meet  the 
new  limits  by  1994. 

It  will  take  that  long  to  do  the  job  properly 
without  wrenching  repercussions  on  our 
economy. 

In  1980,  the  regulated  SO.  limits  for  the  three 
metals  industries  allowed  a  total  maximum  of 
1.5^">7kilotonnes  (kt).  Actual  emissions  from 
Ontario  Hydro  amounted  to  396  kt.  In  total, 
Ontario's "  1980  Base  Case"  SO  emissions  were 
2,194  kilotonnes.  In  1994,  the  total  will  be  no 
more  than  885  kilotonnes  and  the  four 
corporations'  contributions  will  be  limited  to 
665  kilotonnes. 


They  know  the  schedule.  The  countdown  has 


Ontario  Hydro 

Ontario  Hydro  is  owned  by  the  Province  of 
Ontario  and  operates  three  coal-fired  plants  in 
southern  Ontario,  as  well  as  smaller  plants  in  the 
northwest,  at  Thunder  Bay  and  Atikokan.  Other 
fossil-fueled  plants  are  now  mothballed,  but  will 
probably  be  brought  back  on  line  in  the  1990s  as 
demand  increases. 

The  new  legal  limits  substantially  reduce 
emissions,  both  in  quantity  and  timing.  Over  the 
ten  year  period  1984  to  1994,  SO,  will  be  cut  from 
an  actual  level  of  444  kt  to  a  legal  limit  of  175  kt, 
with  regular  mandatory  reporting  to  show  the 
steps  being  taken. 

Inco 

Inco's  Sudbury  smelter  operations  has  been 
the  largest  point  source  of  SO,  emission  in  North 
America  for  some  years,  although  exceeded  by 
clusters  of  coal-fired  power  stations  in  several 
U.S.  states. 

In  April  1985,  the  Chairman  of  Inco 
announced  that  the  company  would  cut  its  SO, 
emissions  in  half  to  a  level  of  350  kt/yr  by  1994. 
The  new  government  package  of  regulations 
requires  that  it  be  down  to  a  limit  of  685  kt/yr  in 
1986  and  of  265  kt/yr  in  1994  with  an  objective 
of  175  kt/yr. 


Falconbridge 

Over  the  years,  Falconbridge  has  reduced 
emissions  from  its  Sudbury  smelter  to  the  current 
SO .  emission  limit  of  154  kt/yr.  Part  of  the 
reduction  has  been  due  to  lower  production 
levels  resulting  from  depressed  markets. 

The  new  abatement  package  will  further 
reduce  the  emission  level  to  100  kt/yr  by  1994. 

Algoma  Steel  -  Wawa 

Algoma  Steel's  operation,  in  Wawa,  is  an  iron 
sintering  plant  with  no  emission  abatement 
equipment  at  all.  Ambient  air  quality  is  controlled 
by  limiting  production  when  weather  conditions 
are  unfavourable  for  gas  dispersion.  A  1973 
Control  Order  limits  total  SO,  emissions  to 
285  kt/yr. 

in  recent  years,  the  plant  has  been  operating 
well  below  capacity  and  emitted  161  kt  of  SO^  in 
the  1980  base  year,  but  plans  to  increase 
production  as  markets  allow. 

The  new  regulation  requires  it  to  get  down  to 
125  kt/yr  by  1994. 


Four  Major  Sources  -  Total  Sulphur  Dioxide  Limits 

(thousands  of  metric  tonnes  per  year) 


Our  U.S.  neighbours  must 
follow  suit,  or  Ontario 's 
sensitive  lakes  will  continue 
to  die. 


sed  on  1980  actual  emissions 


Couiildown  Acid  Kiiiii  will  do  more  than  just 
help  Ontario's  environment  start  the  long  journey 
back  to  normaiey  alter  years  of  acid  rain  pollii 
tion  and  abuse,  it  will  also  reduce  acid  rain  in  the 
Adirondacks  mountains  and  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire  by  approximately  8  per  cent  and  to  a 
lesser  extent  in  other  parts  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  effects  of  Ontario's  acid  rain  production 
on  U.S.  states  and  other  parts  of  Canada  is 
minimal  when  compared  to  the  effect  U.S.  acid 
rain  production  has  on  i")ntario. 

In  198c'>,  more  than  50  per  cent  of  all  the  acid 
rain  destroying  Ontario's  environment  was 
exported  from  the  United  States. 

After  years  of  merely  talking  about  what  to  do 
to  halt  acid  rain  pollution,  the  Gox'ernment  ol 
Ontario  is  taking  action. 

Our  U.S.  neighbours  must  follow  suit,  or 
Ontario's  sensiti\-e  lakes  will  continue  to  die. 
Even  if  Canada  cut  SO.  emissions  to  zero,  these 
lakes  still  could  not  withstand  continued 
acidification  from  the  United  States. 

Ontario's  research  in  the  Sudbur>-  area  has 
proven  that  if  you  give  nature  a  chance  -  if  you 
stop  acid  rain  -  nature  will  do  the  rest.  Nature 
will  restore  the  environment.  Nature  will 
revitalize  the  lakes  that  acid  rain  is  killing.  But 
nature  can  onl\'  do  it  when  we  reduce  the  SO, 
emissions  that  produce  that  acid  rain  before  the 
web  of  life  in  these  lakes  is  destroyed. 

Ontario  is  cutting  those  emissions.  It  is  up  to 
the  United  States  to  do  the  same. 
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